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Pastoral Plan Annual Review of Year 2022  
 

GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 
 

Goal:  Create and implement a collaborative-wide prayer enrichment strategy, engaging at least 500 
parishioners by June 20, 2023. 

 
Milestone 1:  Originate a common prayer for the success of our Collaborative by February 15, 2021. 
 
Evaluation:  This goal was accomplished during 2021.  When Our Lady of Lourdes, Saint Kateri 
Tekakwitha, and St. Peter Parishes merged to form Mary, Queen of Martyrs Parish, the Collaborative 
Prayer card was modified to include a new logo and renamed from “Prayer for Our Collaborative” to 
“Prayer for Our Parish.” New Parish prayer cards were distributed to parishioners and were inserted into 
the missalettes to replace the Collaborative prayer cards. 
 
Milestone 2:  Develop a Collaborative Prayer Enrichment Committee by May 30, 2021. 
 
Evaluation: The Prayer Team was formed early in 2021 and continues to meet on a monthly basis via 
Zoom. The other two tasks under this Milestone have not been achieved.  One addresses training of 
committee members using Archdiocesan resources and the other to provide a day of recollection for 
committee members. 
 
Milestone 3:  Investigate and implement prayer resources and experiences to enrich the individual 
and collective prayer lives of those in the Collaborative by April 1, 2022. 
 
Evaluation: The tasks for this Milestone were met and are ongoing. Many prayer opportunities have 
been offered and will continue to be offered.  (See Addendum A for a complete 2022 list.) 
 
Last year, the Prayer Team developed an evaluation form which was used by participants in the Prayer 
and Life Workshops (PLW); Lenten Virtual Retreat – A Path of Pain and Love, and the Restorative Justice 
Workshop.  One area that could be improved is regular use of evaluation forms for various prayer 
opportunities.  The Team would like to see more widespread use of the evaluation form. 
 
Sample evaluation responses from participants: 1)  “I highly recommend this workshop to everyone.  I 
feel closer to God and more committed to prayer.  My spiritual life is richer, and I have learned 
forgiveness.”(PLW).  2) “What a perfect time to live this amazing retreat!!! For me was a memory and 
heart refresher of the act of pain to love that Jesus did for us.” (Lenten Retreat).   3) “Restorative Justice 
embodies the message of Jesus, focused on care, compassion, participation, accountability, and mercy.  
Drs. Balboni and King gave us a great introduction to the RJ process.”(Restorative Justice).   (See 
Addendum B for complete list of responses.” 
 
Results from the initial survey conducted in 2021 indicated that parishioners would like to know more 
about Liturgy of the Hours.  The Team decided to focus on this way of prayer.                      In November, 
an information display and printed information were made available to parishioners and two 
information sessions about Liturgy of the Hours were presented.  This initiative will be a focus for the 
Prayer Team during 2023.  Liturgy of the Hours will begin on February 21st and be held on Tuesday 
evenings, beginning at St. Peter’s and rotating among the three churches.  
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This year, the Prayer Team has been supporting the implementation of Goal Area: Vocations to the 
Diocesan Priesthood.  The Goal: Develop an annual program, grounded in education, to foster 
vocations of all kinds, including to the priesthood by April 30, 2021.  
 
To this end, the Prayer Team has written a “Prayer for the Discernment of a Vocation” and distributed 
the prayer cards at all parish Masses on the weekend of October 15th and 16th.  People were asked to 
pray this prayer together at the Masses on that weekend and to take the prayer card home to continue 
to pray for vocations.  Printed sheets with the Prayer for the Discernment of a Vocation were placed in 
the missalettes at all three churches.  Praying for vocations will be ongoing at parish Masses as part of 
the General Intercessions (monthly) and praying as a congregation after Masses. (See Addendum C for 
the text of the prayer.) 
 
The Prayer Team planned a “vocation awareness launch” for the weekend of October 15 and 16 that, in 
addition to distribution of the prayer cards, included having the priest at each Mass talk about vocations,  
information sheet inserted into the weekly bulletin, inclusion of a prayer for the discernment of a 
vocation in the week’s General Intercessions, and lector announcement about the launch. 
 
The Prayer Team is working on developing a video series with different people talking about their own 
vocations – priest, deacon, religious sister, religious brother, married person, parent, and single person.   
 
Information has been included in the parish bulletin, newsletter, and website to make people aware of 
the St. John’s Seminary “Pray27” initiative, the podcast, “Never Too Late,” and the Archdiocesan website 
vocations page. 
 
 
Milestone 4:  Conduct annual review of parishioner participation by April 2, 2023 
 
Evaluation:  Work on this Milestone is ongoing.  For last year’s review, we were able to estimate 
participation numbers.  Going forward we would like to focus on qualitative evaluation. The  Prayer 
Team will work on promoting more widespread use of the evaluation form and possibly conduct another 
parish-wide survey of parishioners.   
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 
Addendum A – Prayer Opportunities – Milestone 3  
 

  Spiritual Practices 

1 Weekend Masses 

2 Daily Mass 

3 Live-Streamed Masses 

4 Daily Rosary (in person and on line) 

5 Rosary at the prison 

6 Rosary Prayer Group -- October 

7 Family Rosary for Recovery (in person and on line) 

8 Social Justice Committee Holy Hours & Eucharistic Adoration 

9 Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 

10 Stations of the Cross 

11 Parish Book of Prayer Intentions 

12 Book of Life during November 

13 Prayer Angels 

  Prayer & Study Enrichment 

14 Book Discussion:  A New Way to Be Church 

15 Book Discussion:  Life is Messy 

16 Comments on weekly Scripture readings in bulletin 

17 Distribution of Matthew Kelly's books 

18 Divine Mercy Chaplet -- Invitation to Pray 

19 Divine Mercy Sunday -- St. Bonaventure Parish 

20 Drive-thru distribution of palms 

21 Emmaus Retreat 

22 Family Prayer Celebration 

23 Festival of Lessons and Carols 

24 Fr. Joe's Bible Study 

25 Gentle Blessings 

26 Historical Evidence of the Resurrection Presentation 

27 Holy Hour for Life 

28 Journey from Grief to Healing 

29 Just Faith:  Faith & Poverty 

30 Just Faith:  Sacred Air, Climate, and Energy 

31 Lenten Penance Service 

32 Little Black Book for Lent 

33 Little Blue Book for Advent & Christmas 

34 Liturgy of the Hours Information and Training 

35 Mary Queen of Martyrs Parish Prayer Card 
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 
Addendum A – Prayer Opportunities – Milestone 3 (cont.) 
 

 Prayer & Study Enrichment Continued 

36 National Eucharistic Revival 

37 Never Too Late Podcast 

38 Nine Days of Prayer With Pope Francis 

39 Pivotal Players:  Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 

40 Pivotal Players:  St. Thomas Aquinas 

41 Pivotal Players:  St. Catherine of Siena 

42 Pizza and Movie Night:  Just Mercy 

43 Power in My Hands 

44 PowerPoint Presentation on the Mass -- Tim O'Neil 

49 Prayer and Life Workshop (3 offerings) 

50 Prayer and Life Workshop Video on the life of Fr. Ignacio  

51 Prayer Devotionals at Churches (e.g. Mass Journal) 

52 RCAB Justice Convocation 

53 Reflections in Parish bulletin (Sunday Scripture, prayers, testimonies)  

54 Reflections in Parish Newsletter  (videos links, prayers, "Spotlight on…" 

55 Showing of and discussion of The Chosen -- Season 2 

56 Small Faith Sharing Groups 

57 Social Justice Committee Book Discussions -- Fr. Greg Boyle's books 

58 Teaching Masses (Fr. Joe -- live and streaming) 

59 The Bible in One Year -- Fr. Mike Schmitz 

60 The Pilot available at churches 

61 Theology on Tap  -- Fr. Eric Caden 

62 Theology on Tap  -- Craig & Amy Dyke  

63 Theology on Tap  -- Fr. Sam Fuller 

64 Theology on Tap  -- Josh Lopes,  

65 Theology on Tap -- Stephen Medlin 

66 Ultreyas 

67 UCCB Racial Examination of Conscience 

68 UCCB Fast and Pray for the Unborn 

69 Virtual Lenten Retreat:  A Path of Love and Pain 

70 Vocations Prayer Card ~ Prayer for the Discernment of a Vocation 

71 Women in Conversation 

72 Year of the Eucharist Conference:  Jesus is Here 
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 
Addendum B - Prayer Activity Evaluations – Milestone 4 
 
Prayer and Life Workshop (PLW) December 2022 
 

• Before attending the workshop, I thought of prayer as a very one-way street. God was 

quietly watching, and I just hoped he was watching over me even if I didn’t pray.  

After the workshop I discovered that God is not quiet al all! He’s always there and eager 
to share His wisdom with me as long as I’m there willing to listen. I can never see God as 
silent or hidden anymore, and I am excited to continue to make “a daily phone call” to 
God and let His infinite love and wisdom guide me through my daily life.  

Thanks to these workshops I have opened up a divine and spiritual channel that I had 
missing in my life for so long.  

• Thank you so much for the opportunity to participate in the Prayer and Life Workshop.  

I am so glad that I said yes to God’s gentle nudge. It was much more than had first 
thought.  

It has made me realize that I want to learn and do more. It has given me the tools to 
continue my journey with the Lord.  

My reason for accepting the invitation was I desire a more intimate relationship with 
God. My prayer for me is that I continue to read the Bible.  

Thank you for this beautiful workshop. God bless all who continue to spread the Good 
News.  

I want to thank Mary for leading this workshop. It is wonderful to see her lively faith. 
Grateful that she is willing to share it with all of us. 

• I am blessed to have again participated in the PLW, my faith has deepened, and I 

continue to work on a greater love for Jesus and acceptance of His love for me. 

This through praying the Psalms and using prayers and methods of praying from the 
Encounter Book. 

Additionally, I am experiencing a change within myself as I practice improving my 
relations with others, asking: What would Jesus do in my place? The result of all this is a 
sense of freedom and peace that sometimes surprises me. 

Because of this workshop I have come to know myself and my Lord better.  I will 
continue to practice what I have learned. 

All should try this workshop and begin the journey to love, peace and acceptance. 

• While going through the sessions for a second workshop, I found some 

sessions/methods to be old, familiar, and easy methods while a few (the later ones) 

seemed to be fresh and new. 

My daily prayer time is more routine now, so the second workshop was well worth the 
time spent. 

I feel a closer relationship with Jesus and the Holy Spirit now. I get feelings of joy more 
often now, too. 
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 

Addendum B - Prayer Activity Evaluations – Milestone 4 (cont.) 
 

I love a strong desire to help everyone now no matter who they are or what 
circumstances they are in.  

In short, I guess I want to do as Jesus commanded “me”, That is to “ love one another as 
He loves me.”  

  
Prayer and Life Workshop (PLW) May 2022 

• I highly recommend this workshop to everyone. I feel closer to God and more 

committed to prayer. My spiritual life is richer, and I have learned forgiveness. 

• Has taught me to embrace prayer differently.  

o For example, when reading scripture to put it in present tense. Instead of “we” 

it is “I”. Extremely powerful!  

o I am so much more aware of thinking before speaking - What would Jesus do or 

say in these circumstances? when I feel challenged. 

o This course has helped me to become more patient, kind and understanding, 

and by no means certainly not perfect but striving to be the best version of 

myself! 

o Mary is an excellent instructor and most patient. She is very sincere and caring, 

also very resourcing. 

o I would highly recommend this class Prayer and Life Workshop to others. 

o Hopefully you will offer this course again in the near future. 

o The big part I enjoyed in this course was the scripture and reading the Bible. 

Doing the Homework! Twelve years in catholic school never read the Bible. I 

learn to love the Bible! 

o Thank you, Fr. Joe, our Pastor for seeing the need and opening the doors of St. 

Peter’s for our weekly classes. 

o Thank you again Mary for you and all that you do.  

• The Prayer and Life Workshop was wonderful. Learned to calmly, prayerfully bring 

myself to God, to really feel God’s love and presence in my life. 

• I came to this workshop hoping to find a more intimate relationship with God. To feel 

closer more connected, more trusting of His promises. Also, hoping to find His purpose 

for me. 

o Week by week I have become more comfortable reading the Bible and also 

better able to feel God speaking to me through to the Word. 

o I have also found that journaling while reading the passages help me to express 

my prayers in writing. My feelings just seem to flow that way. That is new to me, 

something I hadn’t realized before this prayer workshop. 
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 

Addendum B - Prayer Activity Evaluations – Milestone 4 (cont.) 
o Something else that had come to me since being a part of the Prayer and Life 

Workshop is the desire to spend some time in adoration. I have been to two 

different chapels to sit quietly and pray on several occasions. This is something I 

felt intimidated by before but now I want to do it more often. 

o I feel more connected to my catholic faith than I did before. I seem to be looking 

at the Eucharist in a new way and wanting to experience it more intimately. 

o I’ve enjoyed learning several different prayer methods and will take that with 

me. I have also enjoyed listening to the recordings each week teachings on 

God’s nature, on the life of the Virgin Mary, and how to be more like Jesus in 

our everyday lives. 

o Most of all I have enjoyed being a part of this special group. Sharing our 

struggles, our joys, and revelations! Week to week it was very special to be with 

others who love Jesus and desire to live closer to him. 

o It has also given me the confidence to step out in faith more, which means it has 

increased my trust in God. 

o I will take all of this with me, and I can most definitely say that this experience 

has left me with the desire to walk closer each day with Jesus. It has brought me 

more peace. 

• I am blessed to have been invited to participate in the Prayed and Life Workshop. 

o I had been away from the Church for a long time. Not long after asking for God’s 

help, I returned, and He put Mary in my path. 

o Although I fairly much always “prayed” it was mostly “saying” prayers. 

o I was seeking, without truly knowing, a greater connection to Jesus. 

o The workshop has not always been easy and sometimes overwhelming, in the 

beginning. However, I am on the journey and appreciate the different ways to 

prayer and achieving a connection with God.  

o And mostly looking at me and having a better understanding of Jesus life, the 

divine and human, I am grateful for Mary Crespo, our facilitator who was both 

firm and gentle with us. Blessings to her. 

• The Prayer and Life Workshop has changed my life.  

o It was a powerful experience for me, giving me a more personal relationship 

with the Lord.  

o It has given me the tools to deepen my prayer life, especially through a new way 

of reading Scripture and then putting its words into action. 

• I did not know what I would learn from the “Prayer and Life Workshop” when I signed 

up for the program.  
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 

Addendum B - Prayer Activity Evaluations – Milestone 4 (cont.) 

 

o I have used one method of prayer my entire life which segmented into my 

everyday life. The workshop exposed me to numerous and productive methods 

for prayer as well as talking to Jesus many times a day.  

o I now know why I signed up for the “Prayer and Life Workshop” … JESUS 

GUIDED ME.  

 

• I attended the Prayer and Life Workshop to hopefully reenergize my relationship with 

the Lord. Unfortunately, I did not find the Prayer Workshop provided the vehicle I hoped 

for. 

o The audio teachings were outstanding and at times beautiful and moving but I 

found the overall teaching process to be formulated and the program length too 

long. 

o I also found the Wellness exercises to be worldly and at times stifled the 

movement of the Spirit. 

o Our instructor was patient and loving but she could be very difficult to hear and 

understand. I realize that she felt she had to present the complete curriculum of 

the Workshop, but I felt that reading from the Program book restricted 

spontaneity and sharing. 

o The participants siting in separate pews also did not help people to delve deeper 

into scriptural and prayer experiences. 

 
Virtual Retreat:  “A PATH OF PAIN AND LOVE”  (April 2022) 
 
1. The Lenten Retreat came at a perfect time as we prepare to enter into Holy Week. I found the 
time each day to be a sacred space, an intimate time to be with Christ as He suffered His passion. What 
love He shows me...sacrificial love, unending love, unconditional love. I was deeply moved by the talk on 
Christ's silence in the suffering. His interior freedom to surrender all to His Father...such love for me, for 
us all. My gratitude for this time of prayer, reflection, and intimacy with Our Lord in the quiet of my 
home. Thank you, Mary, for all you do to make this available to us!  
 
2. First, I want to say thanks for the experience, it helped me to feel (try to) how much love Jesus is 
giving us, not only during his Passion but now with this retreat. 
1. What were you looking for or expecting when you started the retreat? 
A space to pray and experience in another language which is not what I use daily 
2. What were your experiences while living the retreat? 
The best experience was to cry while doing the reflections, I could not understand how far we were at 
that time from Jesus, somehow today is the same … we as a church need to do more to include those 
people who do not know how much Jesus loves us 
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 
Addendum B - Prayer Activity Evaluations – Milestone 4 (cont.) 
 
3. What parts resonated with you? 
Jesus’s silence. He had the power to revert everything however he died voluntarily, “Take away from me 
this chalice of bitterness! Nevertheless, let not what I want to be done, but what you want. And give me 
wings to fly in pursuit of your will.” 
 
3. Mary, Thank you so much. The retreat was so life-altering and spiritually strengthening.  
I found this particular Retreat both moving and comforting in preparation for Holy Week. As Jesus 
walked the Path of Pain and Love to save us, it was a moving continuation of the awe inspiring and faith 
fulfilling experience this Retreat created for me. It gave me a deeper more personal experience of 
Christ's Unconditional Love, Passion, and Sacrifice for our Salvation. God's Love Conquers All! During 
these challenging times with the brutality in Ukraine, our world is in need of this message. God's 
Example of Love and Living Love. Thanks to you and all those who made this Retreat possible. DeColores 
 
4. To me, Lent is very important. I look forward to this season, every year because it reminds me 
that I can start anew. 
Every year when I make my Lenten plans, I try my best to follow them. When I received the invitation to 
participate in this retreat, I was like BINGO, because a retreat like this one was part of those plans. A 
time alone where I can pause for a moment to deepen my relationship with God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
This retreat reminds me that no matter how hard or difficult life is, I am not alone, my savior Jesus Christ 
is with me all the time, walking with me, talking to me, and holding my hands... 
 
One of the parts that resonated with me was - Let nothing disturb you, because it is true, sometimes I 
don't see to understand anything, but God knows what's best for me, his plan is better than mine. 
Thank you so much for the invitation, Mary. 
Have a blessed Easter! 
 
5. What a perfect time to live this amazing retreat!!! For me was a memory and heart refresher of 
the act of pain to love the Jesus did for us. Father, you guide my ship, and in your hands, I will let myself 
be carried where you want when you want, let it be done. Thank you, Mary this was a gift from God. 
Happy Easter. 
 
6. Thank you, Mrs. Crespo, for taking your time to do this lent retreat for us. I appreciate your 
effort and your kindness. 
1. Honestly it was very hard to find a quiet place and concentrate on my readings every day, but I did it 
slowly. I want to find peace and feel the love of our Jesus in my heart, as I am processing everything that 
is going on in the world and in my personal life. 
2. Sadness, because of the Pain and torture that once again I live to "understand" what our Lord went 
through at the time of his death. Sadness once again because it feels to many people in the world and 
even in our church still do not feel that pain and love that Jesus went through to redeem us all from sin. 
I, myself, and we, the people in our world, need to work more, and most of all believe and accept that 
we all belong to Jesus and should at least think a little bit like Him. 
3. Our king suffered too much for us. So, who are we for not to suffer now?  
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 
Addendum B - Prayer Activity Evaluations – Milestone 4 (cont.) 
 
7. Dear Mary, thank you for inviting us to this retreat. Maybe I didn’t do it with all the dedication 
as it should be done, but it still helped me a lot to immerse myself in Lent and be prepared for Holy 
Week.  The best of all is that we have the recordings, and we can listen again and meditate on the 
passion of Christ again at any time. It's great that people like you are doing these retreats and 
evangelizing people, God bless you, please keep me in all your groups, and thank you very much!  
 
8. Much effort and care went into the preparation of this retreat. A loving way to end lent. After a 
series of losses in the past couple of years, the retreat gave me a much-needed perspective as to how to 
accept things that we cannot change. In addition to His silence, His serenity in the face of pain and 
suffering brought me back to what is really important: “He slept. He slept in the arms of his Father”. 
Thank you, Mary, for this very timely experience. 
 
9. This retreat made me look and think at the events leading up to Christ’s resurrection in a whole 
different manner. 
 
10. Thank you for sharing the retreat material.  The readings really made me appreciate more the 
agony Christ experienced for each of us.  I plan to reread this during Holy Week. 
 
11. Today Palm Sunday, Jesus triumphantly enters our hearts. 
My expectation was the evangelical learning about the pain and love of Jesus during His passion and 
death. 
This retreat refreshed in my heart the great love shown by Jesus with his suffering for the liberation of 
the crosses of our life, giving them to God, fully following His will. I also refresh prayers, songs and 
practices lived in other retreats as wonderful as this one, learning by repetition. We should apply them 
daily to imitate Jesus. On the last day, it was difficult to find the place and the time to do it, I did it in the 
silence of the night before going to sleep.   
GOD is love. I ask God for strength and perseverance to apply what I have learned on a daily basis. 
Again, thank you very much for this opportunity to dedicate time to Our Lord. 
 
12. I very much appreciated the wonderful meditations on the passion in this retreat. They made 
the passion so very real to me. I tried to do the retreat first thing every morning and it colored my whole 
day. Thank you, Mary, for all you've done to bring us closer to Jesus! Blessings and Happy Easter to all of 
you! 
 
13. I knew this retreat would be a spiritually moving retreat! 
Thank you so much for continually sharing your love of Our Heavenly Father and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Many blessings. 
After participating in the readings and reflecting on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, I 
cried with sorrow and tears of joy because he is victorious! 
What really moved me was through all of Jesus’ suffering for me, the realization of his emotions as his 
death drew near. I did not think about how he felt as I read and listened during the retreat. Most of all, 
God’s love for us, and the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus and his love for us. 
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GOAL AREA:  DEVELOPING A DEEPER PRAYER LIFE 
Addendum B - Prayer Activity Evaluations – Milestone 4 (cont.) 
 
Restorative Justice Workshop (April 2022) 
Participants say: 
·    Well done and very informative! I learned a whole NEW perspective from these wonderful women!  
·      The restorative justice program is rapidly growing in popularity within many police departments. I 
now see why.  Terrific presentation! 
·      Restorative Justice embodies the message of Jesus, focused on care, compassion, participation, 
accountability, and mercy. Drs. Balboni and King gave us a great introduction to the RJ process.  
·      Inspirational and hopeful! 
·      Great presentation! We always thought there must be a better way to handle many crimes in a way 
that makes the victim whole and gives the offender a chance to gain the understanding and tools they 
need to move and live a productive life. Restorative Justice can be the answer in many situations! 
·      I learned a lot from the restorative justice presentation and look forward to more information as to 
what our role might be. 
·      What a great introduction to the RJ world! I knew nothing at all, and I feel very grateful for the 
opportunity. Jen and Rachel were superb! 
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GOAL AREA: VOCATIONS 
 

 
 
 

Blessed Mother Mary, 
 

You accepted God’s Plan through the angel’s call. 
God has provided each of us with a unique set of gifts 

to glorify Him and serve one another, uniting us as one 
Body in Christ. 

 
Whether I am called to be a single man or woman, 

a loving wife, husband, parent, Deacon, 
religious Sister or Brother, or Priest, help me 

to clearly understand the path He has chosen for me. 
Help me to live a life according to His Holy Will. 

 
Mary, Queen of Martyrs, pray for me! 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Faithful  
For October 15/16 VOCATION Launch 
 
That the Holy Spirit will inspire and guide all those discerning a vocation as a single man or woman, a 
loving wife, husband, parent, Religious Sister or Brother, Deacon or Priest, to find and faithfully follow 
the path that the Lord has chosen for each of them, according to the Father’s Holy Will.  
 
We pray to the Lord. 


